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I Spes no other than the Extremity of the Diſſen. 
ters Rage and Spite, in this charitable Deſign of 
1ppartially repreſenting their groſs and dangerous 
Miſtaſes ; that *. they are eternally cavilling againſt 
ſome few little Things, according to their own Ac- 
knowledgment, in our Church, ( lach as relate only to 
the Externals of Habit, Geſture, or the ike, a Mole 
or a Wart, which the comlieſt Bodies are ſeldom with- 
cut) they conſider not their very Being it as the mon- 
Ffrous Excre * a Wen, growing from the Ca- 
tholick Body, up and continually fed with no- 
thing but corrupt Matter and ill digeſted Humours. 
But not to purſue ſo foul « Metaphor, we. will 
take that other, more uſual in Seng $1 of a Build- 
ing, mbere we ſhall find their prime Architect, My. Cal- 
vin, raisd his Superſtructure quite beſide that Foun- 
dation St, Paul mentions of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Epheſ. 2. 20. Jeſus, Chriſt himſelf being 
chief Corner-ſtone: For, taking bis Meaſures nega- 
tively, that whatever had been done in the Roman 
Communion mut by no Means be. retain'd, be ran 
quit beyond" all Chriſtianity, without regarding that 
Sacred Miſſion, which from Chriſt. to 2 Apoſtles 
was conti d in all fucceeding Ages of the Church; 
or thoſe Holy Offices and Rites of Divine Worſhip 
and Sacramental Adminiſt rations, which immemori- 
al Practice recommended: Neither were bis Syſtems 
of Doctrine deliver d as they wt with that due 


Deference which in all Ern Times bad been pad, 


to the ancient Fatbers; but on the contrary, wh = 1 
e, 


with the Analogy of Faith or Primitive Practice; 
all which being intimated with a great deal of Reſe 11 


1 and By Reſpetts to Intereſts, Prejudice, Faſſon, 


fearful, doubtleſs, of the Event, was not only confident- 
ly propagated, but deſperately improv'd by bis Succeſſors, 
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moſt miſerably wreſfled from its proper Catholick 
to buoy up ſuch novel Conceits as had no Conſiſtency 


and Caution by the foremention d firſt Broacher, as 


till among us they would not admit the Creed into thets 
Confeſſion of Faith, nor recommend the Lord's 
Prayer in their Directory; bowever, they amin d f 


the Sacraments by ſome Body, and in ſuch a Manner, 


as to eſchew rather than regard Precedents, with ſuch. 


inſatiable Ambition, and Schiſmatical Perverſe- 


neſs, that they became altogether the ſame in the 


Chriſtian Church, as the Phariſees in the Jewiſh; 


| with an affected Piety, and traditional. ine of 


their own, the Goſpel was made of the like no 


fect by the one, as the Law by the other. EL 


13 


But as for thoſe numerous Off-ſets, the m ny equi- 


vocal Generations, which ſprung from ſeveral Kinds, 
and follow d upon the Preſbyterian Rebellion, 


by Baptiſm, either when In- 


great many of t ads wh: not ſo much as their Ad- 


miſion into the Churc 


fants, or Adult, though as eſſentially requir d by God 
the Son in the New Teſtament, as Circumciſion by, 


God the Father in the Old; and ſuch as would ſeem 


| to retain, any Thing of it, bave it performd in ſuch a 
per functory, ſlight Manner, and by ſuch perfunfory 


Perſons too, as Chriſt's Commiſſion: ſeems to be ſuper- 


And for the other Sacrament, tis the only Conſciouſ- 
neſs I can obſerve in them of their great Unwort kineſe, 
that they care not to think. or to be told of it; yet can 


ſeded 5 the Party's own or the Congregation's Call. 


any Thing be more expreſs than our Saviour s Decla- 
ration, Fo. 6. 53. Except ye eat the Fleſh of the 
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Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no 
Life in you; which, tho pe / haps primarily ſpoken of 
his Body being actually ſacrific d upon the Croſs, yet 
doth the Sacrament neceſſarily follow thereupon, ix 
the perpetual Commemoration thereof; ſnice there- 
fore they choſe to climb over, rather than enter in at 
the appointed Door ; and not regard the Bread of Life, 
' wherewith the whole Family of the Faithful bath been 
continually fed, and nouriſh'd up to the perfect Man, 
the Meaſure of the Fulneſs of the Stature of 
Chriſt : V bat a Stretch of Charity will it require, 
tio believe fuch Perſons Members of that myſtical ſpiri- 
tual Body, which pay ſo littls Deference to our 5 | 
court own Inſtitution, and 7 renounce what 
bath been in all Ages practisd by the Church of the 
living God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 
May it not then be own'd a reaſonable and modeſt 
Propoſal, that theſe ſeveral Parties, which have fo lit- 
tle of Old Chriſtianity, with that peaceable Diſpo- 
ſition of Soul which it principally requires, ſhould, in 
Return for the Liberty of their Novel Conceits, En- 
thuſtaſtical Calls, and Fantaſtick Deluſions, be re- 
ſtrain d from inveighing and plotting againſt the legal 
Eſtabliſhment? And that without ſome Reſtraint they 
will not forbear, we have had ſo many ſad Experiences 
From their firſt Riſe, that twas uo little Surprize to 
| ſee how earneſt ſome were to have them once more tryd 
in the preſent Criſis of our new Elections; wherein, 
to ſhew themſelves no Changelings, they proceed with 
their uſual Prudence and Moderation, to aſperſe 
with the groſſeſt Slanders and moſt abominable Lies, 
all fuch Perſons as they ſuſpect of Averſeneſs to the 
Hypocriſy of their Occaſional Conformity, with ſuch 
other dark Deſigis, as muſt certainly occaſion ſuch a 
Stretch ; and having gain'd their Point herein, which 
they bid very foully for, their fulſome Flatteries and 
feign'd Tears will become really formidable, wig 
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their Church and State Friends muſt expect no other 
Tavour than hat Polyphemus promis d Ulyſles, to 
be laſt devour d. * : 
IV ben the Puritans found Queen Elizabeth in good 
earneſt forbidding, as we find in Sir John Picker- 
ings Speech, their Friends in the Houſe to yield 
an Ear to their many Importunities and Clamours 
as formerly, they ſat down in Deſpair. loſing Ground 
every Day during that Reign. But finding the next 
more remiſs, they fell. to their old Work, and ſo poiſon d 
the Commonalty, as never an Election paſs d. without 
an additional Ferment of their Leaven, which ſower'd 
too many of all Degrees, to the Extremity of Madneſs 
and 1 ſo fatally vented againſt Charles I. with 
all Fer ſons and Things which tended to the Preſerva- 


tion of our ancient Eſtabliſhments : Whereas could that 


excellent Prince have obtain d one ſuch Church of 
England Houſe of Commons, (for among the Peers 
he was always ſure of a Majority) as we have had theſe 
three or four laſt Elections, we might have been as 
happy as Unity, Peace, and Piety, can make any 
People; all which, God knows, we have been ever fince 
far from, and ſo like to continue, ſince our many new 
Modellers are for ridiculing all fuch as enquire after 
the old Paths. 3 5 
Jo fhew farther, that our Diſſenters are not ſo dread- 
ful a Pack of People, till given out for ſuch by ſome 
Perſons, or Parties rather, who have farther Uſe to 
make of them, I remember King Charles the Second's 
firſt and beſt Parliament, (however the Factions may 
rail) did once, upon Occaſion, move for an Enquiry, 


Who they were that intimidated his Majelty 


with the Number and Formidableneſs of the Fa- 
naticks, the Diſſenters; whereupon an Inqueſt being 
made, all that could evade it would not come under 
that Denomination which occaſion d a very ſmall Re- 
turn. And altho the Toleration Act bath rene I 
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Introduction. 
them more diſtinguiſpable, and their ſeveral Herds, 
when united, may make a noiſy Legion or two, but 
their Throats diſcharge uo Bullets; and if they find 
the Government in earneſt, neither their Tongues nor 
Hands dare wag. And not to let them know or feel 
Jo much, in the F agment of that great Stateſman the 
Lord Treaſurer Burleigh, is a great Defe@ , for thus 
T find bim "diſcourſing bis great Miſtreſs, in Refe- 
rence to the ſame Se of People : Tis, ſaith be, the Poi- 
ſon of all Government, when the Subject thinks 
the Prince doth any Thing more out ot Fear than 
| Favour ; and therefore the Romans would rather 
| abide the utmoſt Extremities, than by the Peoples 
Clamours be brought to any Conditions. And in 
a Letter to the ſame Purpoſe, To make them con- 
tented abſolutely, I do not ſee how your Majeſty 
either in Conſcience will do, or in Policy may do 
it; ſince you cannot, without diſcontenting your 
faithful Subjects; and to faſten an unreconcil'd 
Love, with the loſing a certain Love, is to build 
a Houſe with the Sale of Lands, c. For there 
is much more to the ſame Purpoſe, which ſhews with what 
Deliberation Things were then carryd; bow great a Re- 
gard was paid to experiencd Principles and ſolid 
Maxims of State; and thereby thoſe two fermidable 
Factions, the Papiſts and the Puritans, equally re- 
ſtrain d from their deſign'd Miſchiefs, for though the 
latter did not appear ſo ſoon, yet they grew on . faſt, 
and threatned ſo impudently, eſpecially in that formi- 
dable Year 88, as if in Confederacy with the others 
and were accordingly, for the Time to come, both of 
them alike proceeded againſt. The many Diſturbances, 
which each Feen have jointly and ſeparately ſince created, 
peaks too much Truth, in what Monſieur De Witt told 
Sir William Temple, That the Exgliſ had ſcarce 
ever acted with any true Intereſt of State ſince 
that great Queen's Time. The Art of ds: 
ET 2. 4 9h y by 
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by Parties was not then in Faſhion; for tho there were 


ſeveral in the Court, yet none prevail d ſo, as to turn 


the Ballance of Affairs; the common Good was their 


conſtant Reſult : Whereas there is more of Truth (than 
uſual with him) in what Toland obſerves, T bat in ſome 
late Reigns, the whole Government was manag d by Par- 
ies, aud, which was worſe, all Anti- parties to the Eſfta- 
 bliſbment; for firſt the Papiſts had too much Counte- 


nuaance, and twas their Commiſſion to countenance all 
ſucb as were Enemies to the Church, though no leſs to 


the Crown; for at Rome, however they flatter them- 
ſelves here, if the King will not let them have all, bis 


 Party-kindneſs ſhall have no Regard; and ſo it is with 


the State-Calviniſt and Fanaticks too. 
In Confirmation;wbereof, as to both Parties, Bi 


3 Stillingfleet, in his Preface to the Unreaſonablenels 
of Separation, quotes ſome of the Jeſuit Cozens's 
Directions for introducing Popery into a Country; 


and among the reſt a Letter of Advice from a great 


Miniſter at Rome to Father Young, an Engliſhman 


of the ſame Order, concerning the beſt Way of mana- 
ing the Popiſh Intereſt in England, upon his Majeſty's 
. ochre 4.4 1650. To obſtruct a Settlement of 


— the Church, and encourage Faction, were bis two 


incipal Charges; and to traduce all ſuch as ſuſpect 
2 Deſign, as proud and ſelf-conceited Enemies to Peace 
and Moderation: Are they not ſuch as raisd the O- 


dium 15 High- Church Properties herein? and that 
| en 


the Diſſenters have all along, ad amuſſim, follow'd thoſe 
Preſcriptions, that great Man irrefragably proves. 


But though Parties were too prevalent throughout K. 


Charles tbe II d's whole Reign, yet to charge him as con- 


tixually troubling bis Head with ſubtile and dark De- 


figns, muſt be only to continue the Thread of bis Hroe- 
7ves againſt the whole Royal Family: Poor Gen- 
tleman, his Temper was quite contrary, too eaſy 
and earcleſs, by which Means they all ſerv d . 
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ſelves upon him; and moſt of the Troubles and Dan- = 
gers be met withal, proceeded from that his Inditte- ul 
rency. His Brother indeed troubled his Thoughts too 
much; but let them be ſo over-pors d with Zeal, as no- 
thing of ſound Knowledge could take Place, otherwiſe 
be would never bave-truſted to fuch broken Reeds as 
Diſſenters; who, according to our Author's Acconnt, 
not only took the Liberty of their publick Meetings, 
but became his Parties in Office of Truſt and Honour, 
in Corporations and elſe where, which, ſaith be, was, 
in plain Truth, to thank him for Governing without 
Law, and to a& by Virtue of his arbitrary Power; 
and how far they would have gone on, if they bad not 

ound a better Game to play, we may have Occaſion to 
OO ESA Eee Ras to 
Tet the confident Controuler ffays not here, but 
brings the Charge bome to the Reign be then writ in, and 
tells us, from an eminent Perſon, that the Diſſenters 
(which I preſume he takes, in a full Latitude, for all 
_ the.confiding Commonwealths Men then in Vogue) 
vere the Tories of the Revolution; and inſtauces of their 
being almoſt all for a Standing Army, with ſome other 
invidious Points. To the Army be ſhould have join d 
the general Naturalization of Foreigners, to make 
it up. And it ſhews a truly generous Spirit in thoſe Per- 
Jons, which are calumniated with Mob Nothings, as 
Black Liſts, Tackings, &c. that they do not recri- 
minate the juſt Reproach of that infamous Attempt, 
which would have tended more to enſlaving the Na- 
tion, than all that was ſuſpected from precedent Reign; 
for that a foreign was more to be dreaded than a na- 
tive Force. So that of all the Severals, theſe more eſpe- 
 crally ought to be excluded for ever having to do, either 
in the Legiſlative or Executive Power; but when 
Parties are prevalent, ſuch Tergiverſators will not fail | 
to be of that which is ſo. | TOY 
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by Parties was not then in Faſhion ; for tho there were 
ſeveral inthe Court, yet none prevail'd ſo, as to turn 
the Ballance of Affairs; the common Good was their 
conſtant Reſult : Whereas there is more of Truth (than 
uſual with him) in what Toland obſerves, That in ſome 
late Reigns, the whole Government was manag d by Par- 


ties, aud, which was worſe, all Anti- parties to the Eſta - 


bliſbment ; for firſt the Papiſts had too much Counte- 
nance, and twas their Commiſſion to countenance all 
ſuch as were Enemies to the Church, though 110 leſs to 
the Crown; for at Rome, however they flatter them- 
elves here, if the King will not let them have all, bis 
| Party-kindneſs ſhall have no Regard; and ſo it is with 
the State-Calviniſt and Fanaticks too. 1 


In Confirmation;wbereof, as to both Parties, Biſhop 
Stillingfleet, in his Preface to the UnteaCnblenel 
of Separation, quotes ſome of the Jeſuit Cozens's 
Directions for introducing Popery into a Country; 
and among the reſt a Letter of Advice from a great 
 Mmiſter at Rome to Father Young, an Engliſhman 
of the ſame Order, concerning the beſt Way of mana- 
ging the Popiſh Intereſt in England, upon his Majeſty's 
Tani, 1650. To obſtruct a Settlement of 
the Church, and encourage Faction, were bis two 
principal Charges; and to traduce all ſuch as ſuſpe# 
the Deſign, as proud and ſelf-conceited Enemies to Peace 
and Moderation: Are they not ſuch as raisd the O- 
dium 10 High- Church Properties herein? and that 
the Diſſenters have all along, ad amuſſim, follow d thoſe 
Preſcriptions, that great Man irrefragably proves. 
But though Parties were too prevalent throughout K. 
Charles tbe IId's whole Reign, yet to charge him as con- 
 tinually troubling his Head with ſubtile and dark De- 
ſigns, muſt be only to continue the Thread of bis Inwect- 
jves againſt the whole Royal Family : Poor Gen- 
tleman, his Temper was quite contrary, too ealy 
and eareleſs, by which Means they all ſerv'd them- 
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ſelves upon bim; and moſt of the Troubles and Dan- 
gers be met withal, proceeded from that bis Inditte- 
rency. His Brother indeed troubled bis Thoughts too 
much; but let them be ſo over-pois d with Zeal, as no- 
thing of ſound Knowledge could take Place, otherwiſe 
be would never have truſted to fuch broken Reeds as 
Diſſenters; who, according to our Author's Account, 
not only took the Liberty of their publick Meetings, 
but became his Parties in Office of Truſt and Honour, 
in Corporations and elſe where, which, ſaith be, was, 
in plain Truth, to thank him for Governing without 
Law, and to act by Virtue of his arbitrary Power; 
and how far they would have gone on, if they bad not 
found a better Game to play, we may have Occaſion to 


wt 


| ſhew hereafter. 6 
Tet the confident Controuler flays not here, but 
brings the Charge home to the Reign be then writ in, and 
tells us, from an eminent Perſon, that the Diſſenters 
(which J preſume he takes, in a full Latitude, for all 
the confiding Commonwealths Men then in Vogue). 
pre the Tories of the Revolution;andmſtances of their 
eing almoſt all for a Standing Army, with ſome other 
invidious Points, To the Army be ſhould have join d 
the general Naturalization of Foreigners, to make 
it up. And it ſhews a truly generous Spirit in thoſe Per- 
 Jons, which are calumniated with Mob Nothings, as 
Black Liſts, Tackings, Cc. that they do not recri- 
minate the juſt Reproach of that infamous Attempt, 
which would have tended more to enſlaving the Na- 
tion, than all that was ſuſpected from precedent Reigns ;, 
for that a foreign was more to be dreaded than a na- 
tive Force. So that of all the Severals, theſe more eſpe- 
cially ought to be excluded for ever having to do, either 
in the Legiſlative or Executive Power; but when 
Parties are prevalent, ſuch Tergiverſators will not fail 
to be of that which is ſo. 5 1 5 
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There is one Thing farther to be urg d in this Matter, 
much ad homines, viz. A Retroſpe# bow the Proge- 
nitors of theſe Parties bebav'd themſelves when got in- 


to Power ;, Where we ſhall find them af with the like 


Temper and Moderation, as a Pack of Wolves to 
a Flock of Sheep, or a Turkiſh Army in a Chriſtian 
Invaſion : The Preſbyterians could never have carryd 
on their 41 Rebellion, but by excluding or frighting 
away the moſt vigorons of the Royal Party; which the 
Independant, with their Army of Myrmidons, reta- 
lated in a total Excluſion of that Claſs ; and notwith- 
ftanding their many Strugglings, carry d on the Church 
and Monarchy's Ruin upon their Principles, without 
letting them partake either in the Booty or Power; 
which muſt much regret ſuch haughty Aſpirers. When 
Cromwell ap d the King, be would have Parliaments 
too, but no Occaſional Conformiſts; neither Royaliſts, 
nor bis own Properties, which he had ſo artfully gull d, 
were permitted ta ſhew their Heads, nuch leſs their Teeth, 
in thoſe Aſſemblies, without an Aſſurance aforehand, not 
to queſtion what he had no more Right to than Lucifer, 
or himſelf to the Kingdom of Heaven. I ſhall grve 
but one Inſtance more, which will be much a propos to 
the Parties at preſent concern d, the Diſlenters : That 
little while Richard Cromwell trod the Stage, Mr. 
Baxter careſs'd and flatter'd him at a ſcandalous Rate, 
as an Inheritor of his Father's Virtues, a Non-pa- 
rel of every Thins which tends to a pious, prudent, 
faithful Governor, in the Dedication of his Holy 
Commonwealth, whilſt the Book it ſelf was deſign d 
and as exactly calculated for Uſurpation as the Levi- 
 athan, with much Impudence triumphing over and 
' trampling upon the Church and Royal Cauſe: And 
that they might be the more abſolutely kept down, he 
propounds, as a neceſſary Regulation of Elections to 
_ Parliaments, that all thoſe who by Wickedneſs had 
already forfeited their Liberties, (that is, the oa {= : 
mL * 
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lier Party, ſo wicked as to fland up for their King 
may neither chooſe, nor be choſen. Now have we uct 
here a juſt Allegation againſt Mr. Baxter's Abridgers, 
and all their Fraternity ; for the ſame Sauce to ſerve 
our Gooſe as did their Gander ; what their Patriarch 
occaſionally propos d to one Uſurpation, may moſt reaſo- 
1ably be transferr'd, to ſupport the legal Eſtabliſhment 
againſt their ſetting up another. „ 
But theſe Conſiderations come too late vom; for if 
they gain their Point, (to compaſs which, what mean, 
indirect, ungenteel Arts are uſed, we are every Day 
inform d) "twill ſoon appear what Reaſon theſe worthy 
Gentlemen had, who preſs d the Occaſional Bill; as 
on the other Side, to what Account our Fanatick 
. Compliances, and Commonwealth Colluſions vill 
turn; how the Low- Country Fogs and Scotch Miſts 
will thicken upon us; for a Storm was never known to 
riſe in the North, but it reach'd the utmoſt of our 
Southern Coaſts with doubled Force and Devaſtations, 
altho tis ſcarce poſſible to out-do what it hath already 
done at Home, the Dread whereof doth ſo violently 
ſhock my (which yet ſome think too) Sanguine Temper, 
that tis with great Difficulty J am able to keep up ſo 
much of the Chriſtian Varro, as de Eccleſia nondum 
deſperare. : ; : 


THE 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF 


Compreſs ion a nd Tolration. 


made not greater Devaſtations upon primitive 


Rome, than theſe' #ncbriftian Reformers upon our 


Church and Monarchy And yet, after all, were 


ſo far from eſtabliſhing their darling Diſcipline 
they had continually contended for, or Dagon- | 
Covenant, then ſet up; as to be contemptibly 
run down by ſeveral Broods of upſtart Setz, 


themſelves had' ſpawn'd, who run away with 
the Spoils they had won, and with great Regret 
took out of their Hands the compleating thoſe 


Miſchiefs they affected to accompliſh z; which, 
nevertheleſs, were ſeverally carry'd on with ſo 
much arbitrary Inſolence and Inſpiration-Villatny, 
as Enthuſiaſm govern'd all, no Place was w = 


either for Truth or ige ſober Senſe, or 


I Deſi ign, in the 00038 PER is 0 
begin this Narration from that ſignal 
| Revolution, in the 60th Year of the laſt 

2 Contwy, when the fore mention d. Faction, after 


an Attempt of 80 Years, ſucceeding in their 
Deſign for 20 more, the Goths and Vandals, c. 


ſincere 
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| ſincere Religion, *till the Nation, alarm'd thereby, 
reſolv d, as one Man, to ſecure themſelves and 


Poſterity from the Extremity of Ruin, by re- 


turning to thoſe old Eftabliſbments in Church and 


State, which theſe Mens Infatuations had made 
them ſuffer ſo much in the Subverſion. 
Such as liv'd in thoſe bealing Times, and judg'd 


of that great Turn by the outward Show, the 
Appearance of Things, how frankly, how gene- 
rally the Royal Grace diſpens'd its Pardons on 
the one Hand, with the thankful Acknowledg- 
ments and ſolemn Proteſtations of future Obedience 
on the other, concluded all former Anmmoſities 
would expire in a Loyal Emulation of out-doing 
each other therein; tho' more experienc'd Perſons, 


which had not only ſeen, but felt their ſelf-will'd 
Diſpoſition and implacable Enmity, gyeſs'd other- 
wiſe; that all this wasa Force upon their Natures, 


a kind of Occaſional Conformity the Exigencies 
they were brought under oblig'd them unto; 
but that when a more favourable Opportunity 


occurr'd, which they would move every Stone to 


bring about, theſe Dogs would certainly return to 
| their own Vomit again: And ſo they continu'd 
all that Reign, one while Fawning, at another 


Barking, which they did very formidably, when 
their Party had got a Plurality in the Houſe of 


Commons, and at the Oxon. Seffion were juſt go- 


ing to fx their Teeth ; but the Nation being ſo 
lately and fo deſperately bit by them, upon the 
King's Appeal to his old Friends, they abhorr'd 


their Proceedings, and protected his Perſon and 


The next unhappy Prince, miſerably led aſide 
by the Romiſh SuperFitzons, (which too his Exile 
by the faction: Rebellion originally causd) and 


contrary to his firſt Reſolves, deſigning to force 


them 


(110 


them with a bigh Hand, was readily aſſiſted 


therein by the Diſſenters, who afforded him a 
ſelect Pack of Regulators, to hunt down the Church 
of England, by decrying all Members thereof at 
a defign'd Election, as the others did in their 
1 


One of the firſt Things our new Revolution re- 5 
ſolv'd upon, was, to gratify the Diſenters with 


a general Toleration, the only Thing they had 
all along clamour'd for, and therefore, in Courſe, 
preſum'd to ſtop all their Mouths ; but Faction 


can no more forbear to clamour, than an Aſs to 


Bray And having got the Liberty of the 9 
es, 


as well as of their Conſcience, not a Term paſſ 


(which is the Market for Libels as well as Law) 
without ſome flanderous Inv:ives againſt pre- 


cedent Governments. All Perſons, as well Princes 
as Prelates, ay and Parliaments too, as dar'd, 
ſince the Reformation, vigorouſly to ſtand up for 


our legal Eftabliſþments either in Church or State, 
2 againſt their Republican- Anarchy and 
 Fanatick-Infatuations, have been loaded with ſuch 


bitter Hwectives and abominable Lyes, as none 


but the grand Calummator could furniſh them 
withal : Whilſt Rebels and Regecides, Schiſmaticks 


and Enthuſiaſts, are their only Saints. 


But what did moſt ſurprize all conſidering 


Patriots, was the mighty Buſtle they made at every 
Election of Parliament-Members, both in County and 
Corporation, for ſuch of their Faction as never 


liv'd in our Church's Commumon, and, when there, 
would be ſure to vote it down. And becauſe 
the Sacramental Teft ſtood in their Way, and 


had really excluded all Papiffs from N 
any Thing to do in the Government, theſe 


Gentlemen, with a more than Feſuitical Artifice, 


evade that, by a new Diſtinction of Occaſtanal 
| _ B 2 85 Con- 


(12) 


Conformity ; that is, tho' they never did before, 


yet, upon this Occaſion, they will communicate 
with our Church, which Judas is ſuppos'd to have 


done with our Saviour; and beſide the ſame Inten- 
tion with him of betraying his Lord, there is 
this higher Aggravation againſt them; nothing 
leſs could be a Qualification for ſo damnable a 


a Treachery, Neither doubtleſs would they have 


proſtituted their Reputation ſo far, tho their 


Conſciences are frequently made bold with, could 


any other Expedient have been thought of, how 


to gain a Majority in the Honſe of Common; 


without which they can never go on to that fo 


much wiſh'd tor Work of a thorotgh Reformation; 


but having once gain'd that Point, they will 
not only tree themſelves, but abridge us, even 


of an Occaſional, a private Communion ; it ſhall 
then be nothihe the, than as in 41, the Npiſb 
Mafs, Antichriſtian Idolatry, with whatever other 
Calumuies a virulent Malice, inflam'd by a blind 


Zeal and ſacrilegious Avarice, can ſuggeſt; and , 

and notwithſtanding that Liberty now indulg'd 
them, will be no readier to tolerate us, than 
| oo Brethren in Scotland the Epiſcopal Party 
That hereupon a Bill in Parliament ſhould be 


propos'd and proſecuted by the fore-mention'd 


Patriots, againſt ſo groſs a Piece of religious Sy- 


chopbancy, cannot ſeem ſtrange z nor that the 


Republican Funto „ on the other Sides, ſhould 


exert the utmoſt of their Intereſt to prevent its 
paſſing ; ſince twould have taken wholly away, 
or very much blunted, all the Tools of their Fadions 


at once. But that any Party or Members of our 


Church ſhould abet them, much more turn the | 
Ballance againſt the moſt reaſonable and efectual 
Expedient ever yet thought upon to preſerve 2 
. e Efta- 


613 * | 
Eſtabliſhment, looks like a Piece of Self - Homeide : 
To be ſure, . upon a groſs t to 7 * 
that any Thing from the Church can eratify that 
Party without her Revenue; and I would gladly 
be inform'd by them, or either of the afore- 
mention'd, their Church, or Commonwealth- Friends, 
what Shadow of a Reaſon can be alledg'd for this 
their violent Stickling, but that of ſubverting 


4 i Government, Temporal as well as Spiritual? 
— Right of Voting is their Birth. Righe, and 
ou 


t to be 1050 up Foe and yet their Friend, 
the noble Peer, 2 That private Right muſt 


always give Place to publick Safety, and was 


accordingly put in Practice againſt the Papifts. 
And if the Diſſenters, inſtead of being ſervice- 


able to the Government, and its beft Friends, have 
really acted thoſe Miſchiefs and Treaſons the o- 
tthers plotted, and are as formidable by their 

 Faftions at Home, as thoſe by their Favourers | 
Abroad, doth it not look like Party-taking, to 
be partial in the Caſe? And if = had been 


mov'd when their Toleration- Bill was firſt upon 
the Anvil, would they not have parted with ſuch 
a Trifle ? For the Right of clamouring at an Electi- 
on, without ſome ſiniſter Deſign, what a mighty 

Privilege is it? I have heard ſeveral honeſt well- 
diſpos'd Perſons, who ſtudy only to be quiet, and 
mind their own Buſmeſs, very heartily curſe the 


Fanaticks, for rendering every Choice ſo trouble- 

ſome : Were, ſay they, none to be choſen but 

| ſuch as we are aſſur d would make no Alteration 

in the eftablifhd Government, the moſt conſidera · 

| ble of our Gentry and Freebolders, who can beſt 
ſpare both Time and ow. might agree upon 

| — 7 R proper 1255 
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6 
proper Perſons without any more to do; with- 
out Cart-· Loads of Cottagers, and continual Competiti- 
ons ; to the Breach of Friendſhip and all good 
Neighbourbood ; with an Expence, as Taxes go, 
more regarded than formerly; which to thoſe ' 
inter Ele@ions in the late King William's Reign, 
ſo thick upon each other, much aug mented, 
tho' reſolutely waded thorough, becauſe look d 
upon as procur'd by that reſtleſs Party and their 
Partiſans. Their Diſcourſe and Intereſ{-making in 
the County, have declar'd as much in this 
wherein, God be prais'd, they have not hitherto 
prevail'd. To go one Step farther, were their 
Pretence of Conſcience any more than Pretence, 
they mult think this a moſt reaſonable Exchange; 
upon the eaſieſt Terms imaginable ; and be the 
better pleas'd with it, becauſe borrow'd from 
their Friends in the Netherlands, whoſe Government 
in moſt other Things, they are too prone to 
admire, and would be imitating. For, doubtleſs, 


tis the greateſt Security of their Commonwealth, 


that no Sectaries have to do in it, altho' we never 


find any there endeavour'd its Subverſion ; as 


ours have actually done, and, after all their 
plauſible Pretences, deſign it again. 5 : 
But the Diſſenters, tis ſaid, are much alter'd 
in their Temper, more moderate in their Prin- 


ciples, more reaſonable in their Demands ; ſo that 


*tzs only the Stiffneſs of ſome, whom therefore 
they, or rather their Church-Friends, think to 
| reproach with the Character of High Church Men, 
which obſtruct a Coalition: All which is plauſibly 

| ſpoken , bur, ſuppoſing ſuch a ſeeming Change, 
may there not be more of Art than Reality in 
it > For Fyrce and Flattery have been all along 
the two grand Engines, which both Papzfs and 
Puritans, with their ſeveral Deſcendants, have in- 

5 „ 


„ 
terchangeably made Uſe of; and when the 
Roughneſs of the one, like the Vind in the Fable, 


co occaſion'd a more reſolv d Oppoſition, the other, 


like the Sun's in/muating Rays, thought by that 
Means to gain a more favourable Reception. 
Thus the former, the Papiſffs, upon Queen El:za- 


| beth's coming to the Crown, (deſpairing every 
Day more than other of their Fire and Faggot- 


Diſpenſations, *till at laſt they ſaw the thorough 


Eſtabliſhment of a reform'd Church) continu'd 
inceſſantly, by Treaſon and Treachery, to re-eſta- 


bliſh their old Superftitions : And when by number- 
leſs Inftances of an extraordinary Providence at- 


tending all her Motions, they deſpair'd of effect- 

ing any Thing during her Life. The next Pro- 
ject was to obſtruct the Succeſion ; wherein like- 
wiſe failing, and their moſt execrable Gun-powder- 


Plot blowing up none but themſelves, laying 
aſide that Engine for a while, they betook 


themſelves to the more ſoftening Method of In- 
ſenuat ion; and finding King James very much 
affected with a Spaniſh Match for his Son, by 
ſoothing him therein, obtain'd a greater Freedom 
than their forward Diſpoſitions ought to have 
been allow'd, as indeed it was not only his, but 
an unhappy Defect in moſt of his Family, to have 
their too good-natur'd Diſpofitions impos'd upon 
by every cunning Intriguer, very much to their 
own, and perhaps not leſs to the Nation's Pre- 
judice. In the next Reign a Popiſh Match ſuc- 
ceeded, tho' with another Crown, which muſt. 
be attended with ſome Priefts; and they buſy 
enough, tho' altogether in the ſmooth tongu'd - 


Way of reconciling the Differences between us. 


The like Liberty was likewiſe aſſum'd in the two 
Reigns after the Reſfaurat ian, with greater Con- 
fidence and more Connivance, which produc'd 


ever - 
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everlaſting Scribbles Fro and Con, not a little to 
our Church and Nation's Diſtraction, the only 
Thing theſe Emiſſaries aun'd at, and were ſent 
for ; whilſt their Principals at Rome will no more 
recede one Tittle from their Trent Articles, than 


dur Fanaticks forbear cavelling at our Conftitu- 
| tions both Sacred and Civil; who have always 


gone in the ſame Courſe with their Romiſh Oppo- 


fites , for as they began and continu'd their 
Clamours and Threats all Queen Elizabeth's Reign, ſo 
was it rais d to a Hoot and Cry in the two fol- 


lowing, npon the fore ment ion d Commvance, or 
rather, leſs Severity in executing the Laws than 


formerly ; altho' ſeveral politzck Reaſons were 
aſſign'd thereof, (beſides the Articles of Marriage) 
of weighty Conſideration : And becauſe the 


Church- Party would not fly in the Face of Majeſty 


with like Impudence as themſelves, without ei- 
ther Senſe or Civility, they muſt be altogether of 
the ſame Leauen, confederate with them in bring- 


ing in all their Innovations, both in Doctrine and 
Worſhip: And perhaps there was not one Thing 


which ſerv'd them more, in promoting the Peo- 
ple's Infatuation and Rebellion thereupon, than 
their making every ſuch Motes in Government to 
be Beams, Mole-Hills Mountains, till their peſtilent 


Breath had blown thoſe Sparks into ſo violent a 


Flame, as produc'd the many dreadful Defolati- 


ons afore-mention'd. But when the Tide turn d, 


that Right and Juſt ice took Place again, and they 
ſaw what a Nooſe (had not an extraordinary 


Stretch of Mercy interpos'd) every one of their 
Heads might be run into, then Unity and Peace 


was their only Subject, and a Coalition the De- 
| fire of their Souls; which yet, according to the 
tedious and impertinent Account Mr. Baxter gives 


in his Life of that Affair, they could come to 
| 33 no- 


479 
nothing of a Cralition among themſelves ; thoſ: 
few he join'd withal, (being leſs than half a 
Score, with much Difficulty) accorded in their 
Reſolutions ; ; Which too were moltly in Generals; q 
and he owns twas thought dangerous to take 0 
in more, as foreſeeing they ſhould never agree. 
In ſhort, Fa#ion and Diſcord are ſo become their 
proper Element, as to be out of them, is as un- | 
; natural as Air to a Fiſh, or Water to a Bird. 
According to that Branch of the Character which 
a worthy Divine | Farind. Ser. p. 1060. | (curn'd — 
out of all by their Oppreflion) experimentally * _ 
lays down, Silent and crafty when overpower d, but 


loud and cruel when they prevail: Lambs when they bi, 11 
and Lions when they can. | | 
Neither doth it appear to me, that their De. 4j 
mands are ſo reaſonable as they give out, and 
molt of our Church Men, by theic Silence, ſeem 10 


to acknowledge: met with a zealous Abettor of 
the Cauſe, who ſaid, the whole Difpnte was de 
Lana Caprina ; and the relt of them diſcourſe 
and write at the fame careleſ; Rate, without 
ever conſidering to how juſt a Rec imination they 
expoſe themſelves, and all their Predeceſſors. - 
Was the Concern of no more Value than a ſingle 
Hair, which caus'd the Kingdom to ſwim in Blood 
ſo miny Years together; S-qu-/ter'd all lyal 
Gentlemen and orthodox Divines of their Eſtates, and 
took away many of their Lives; tore in ſunder every 
Limb of our ancient Gonſlitution ;, and, to perpetuate 
their Villainy, murder'd the King Lim If, and all 
this, de Lana Caprina, for a Matter of Nothing? 
And is it for no more they ſtand out ſtill? The 
more Shame for them; the Satyr in the Fable 
would not converſe with the Man who blew Hot 
and Cold with the ſame Breath, and have we not here 
the exact Moral © 
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(18) — 
But then, what is this Nothing ſuch a Noiſe 
is made about? Indeed *tis nothing on their Side, 


for they will not ſet one Step towards the Church, 
till the diveſts herſelf of her Ceremonies, her Ways 
f Worſnip, of Diſcipline, and Government , very 
inconſiderate Matters, and ought therefore to 
be given up: In their Eſteem, perhaps, it may 


be ſo; but will they be Judges and Parties too ? 
May mot two or three Qneries be propounded on 


Behalf of the Church ? As firſt, whether we are, 


or ſhall be, the ſame in Doctrinals? I know, in- 
deed, they give out fo, and *tis probable will 
ſubſcribe our 39 Articles So much there was of 


 Chriflian Prudence and true Moderation in the Compi- 
les. But have they not ſeveral modern Conceits 

of their own, ſome of which the ancient Church 
was never acquainted with, and the reſt never 

thought fit to impoſe? That they have ſuch, and 

| have been very forward to join them with the ôub- 


ſcription of our 39 Avticles, ſhall be made appear 
in the S quel. 2. Give us Leave to quere, whe- 


ther the Cremonies and Diſcipline of our Church are 


ſuch inconſiderate Matters as to be given up; eſpe- 


cially, ſince we have, 3dly, no Allurance, that in 
granting theſe, they may not make frefh De- 
mands; altho' I cannot fee what they can de- 
mand more, ſince, according to the Latitude they 


will certeinly take and their Friends in Power 
give Concurrence, theſe Conceſtons will not be a 


comprebending them in the Church; but the Church 


comprebended in, that is, ſwallow'd up by them: 


The Apprehenſions of which makes me reflect 


very often, and fear ſhe may be now in the 
fame Condition, as when that comparable Pre- 
late and Martyr, Archbiſhop Laud, lamented her on the 
Scaffold ; not only beſet by many Storms from without, 
but what is much worſe, liks an Oak cleft to _— 
os * we 


(19) 
with Wedges made ont of its own Body; for it 
ſeems to me that Comprebenfion hath got in its 


Head already, and is now endeavouring, by 
| ſeveral Struglings and Windings, to wriggle in as 


many Limbs or Members as they can of that 
Heterogeneous Body; for the whole is too mon- 
ſtrous to follow : And having got thus far, there 
is as little Doubt but they will claim their Uſur- 


pation by Right, not Favour, and tell you it ſhould 
have been ſo at firſt, had they carry'd on the 


Reformation as it ought. 


Now, upon this Conſideration, theſe preſumptu- 
ons Allegations, I conceive my felt likewiſe obhg'd 
to look ſo far back as the Beginning of our Re- 
formation too, the original Inſtitution of our. 
Church and Family, as it hath hitherto ſtood 


_ eftabliſh'd by Law; where, without taking No- 
tice of theſe reproachful Epithets, High- Church, 


Lom Church, or Whig-Church, (which that Party, 


with great Affectation, have of late aſſum'd to 
themſelves) any Church, no Church, or all Churches, 


for ſo they are now jumbl'd together; 'tis the 
true Church alone I ſhall enquire after, ſee who 
was the Mother which bore us, and what were the Laws 
ſhe gave us; as likewiſe the feveral deſcending 


Fathers who inſtructed us therein. From hence 
we will ſtep Abroad, and take a View of the two o- 
ther grand Reformations in Germany and Geneva; 
and thereby diſcover how theſe eternal Fault- 
finders, tho' ours by Birth, as well ſpiritual as na- 
tural, proſclyted themſelves to the groundleſs 


| Novelties of a foreign Eſtabliſhment, and as is 
uſual with all Rexegado's, prov d fo violent and 
bloody therein, as to become a continu'd Peſt to 


our Church and Nation ever ſince. For tho' the 
Puritans, the Freſbyterians, who firſt made the 
| Breach, and began the War, are now a very in- 
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(i 20) 
conſiderate Party, in Compariſon to the number- 
leſs other Sets and Factions deſcended from them, 
and very little reſpeded by them, yet they all 
at and wnanimonſly agree upon (and *tis in that 
alone there is any thing of Unity among them) 
thoſe grand Fundamentals of Schiſm and Rebellicy, 


their tore-mention'd Protoplaſſs or Sires, brought 
trom Geneva, or borrow'd from their Author. 


Let us firſt make a ſhort Abridgment or general 


View of the Lutherm and Eygliſh Reformatio::s, 


with the protound Deference each of them paid 
to Antiquity, the Catholick Practice of Primitive 
Chriſtianity, and pureſt Ages of Religion. 
2, Obſerve how that ot Mr. Calvin, at Geneva, 


had fo little Regard to Antiquity and Pradice of 


the Primitive Times, as it ſeems rather to eftabliſh 


a new Religion than reform a corrupt Church; which 


was a great Miſtake there, and hath been as un- 
reaſonably preſs'd by their too many Followers 


among us. For I ſhall, 


3. Obſerve, that our ſeveral Species of Di ſſen- 
ters, by their factious and inceſſant Endeavours to 


eſtabliſn that Reform or New Form of Geneva, 


have been altogether as dangerous to dur Church 


and Government as the Roman Attempts. 


4. Obſerve, that the bringing, or breaking in 
of Comprebenſiun upon our Eſtabliſhment, tends 
directly to the Ruin of our urch; fo that the 
Government (having immdulg'd them the Liberty 
of their own Ways ar Conſciencies, as they will 


term it) ought to and upon its old Bottom, and 
by all juſt Means ſecure it ſelf from their far- 
ther Encroachments and Miſchiefs. 0 


We are then to begin with what Luther did, 


in order to this great Work; for to reform, is to 
ſet Things right, or bring them back to their 


o- 
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original Eſtabliſiment: Never was Houſe fo well 
built, but now and then it will need Repair; 
nor any Inflitutzon, Sacred or Civil, but in long 
Tract of Time it may decline from its primitive 
Perfection, become corrupt in its Adminiſtration, de- 
bauch' in Munners, divided by Factions, with 
ſeveral ſuch like Diſtempers, no leſs incident to 
Bodies politick than natural. And hereof the 
the Church of Rome 1s as fad an Inſtance as any 
Hiſtory affords, in the groſſeſt Defection from that 
orthodox Doctrine and exemplny Piety, for which 
ſhe was ſo jultly celebrated throughout all the 
Times of Primitive Chriſtianity, and ſome while 
after. Indeed there was ſeveral diſmal Circum- 
ſtances conducing hereunto, more eſpecially the 
barbarous Invaſions of the Goths, Vandals, &c. up- if 
on the greateſt Part of Chriftian Europe, whereby, vl 
as that great Empire, with all its civil Sanctions, = 
was totally ſubverted; ſo the Deluge of Ignorance 14 
and Superſtition conſequent thereto, became no 14 
leſs deſtructive of all true Learning and ſincere —_— 
| Religion ; from whence, by Degrees, that excel- 
lent Building of Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, 
was bury'd in the Rubbiſh of their great City, 
and nothing but Wood, Hay, and Stubble, rais'd 
' thereupon ; ſo that by Degrees, all Spritual 
| Diſpenſations became perverted to their Temporal 
Grandure, with ſuch novel Doctrines and Ways 
of Worlhip, as might be moſt conducing thereto. 
Nay, the Power of the Keys came by Degrees to 
uſurp that of the Sword; would have all Sove - 
reign Princes depend upon and claim under it; 
And altho' this was much oppos'd and ſtruggled  #$} 
againſt, yet the old Vicar, either by fomenting J 
Duarrels among them, or engaging their Subjeds 1 
to rebel againſt them, Cruſade Expeditions, or the 
like, ſeldom fail'd to carry his Point. Hare 
. _ then 
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then I muſt take Leave to pauſe a little, and | 
ſeriouſly admire (however ſometimes it hath 


been ridiculouſly apply'd) the wonderful Things 


which God brings about by contemptible Means; 
when many picus and learned Men fail'd in their 
for Endeavours for a Reform of Church Corruptions 
and no fewer great Potentates in retrieving their 


juſt Rights; a little contemptible Fryer, by op- 


poſing one of their Impoſitions, (tho? ill enough, 


yet had they. many worſe, and that not with- 
cout ſome Regard to private Intereſt, becauſe his 


Order was not employ 'd to publiſh the Indulgen- 
ces whereto they pretended a Right by Pre- 


ſcription) gave ſo great an Alarm to all Germany, 


and, from them, the reſt of Europe, as the Pope 
was from every Hand call'd upon for a General 


Council, that the Church, and more eſpecially 


his Court, might be reform'd. What Arts they 
us'd to evade this, how by continu'd Clamours 


forc'd upon it, and how cunningly they ſhuf'd 
Matters all the' while it was depending, that is 


about 60 Years, off and on, would be too great 
a Digreſſion from my deſign'd Subject to relate, 


and therefore ſhall only add the excellent Hiftcri- 
ans brief Account: That the Council, procur'd to 


nnite the Church, hath ſo eftabliſh'd the Schiſm, and 
made Parties ſo obſtinate, as the Diſcords are become 
ixreconcileable; the Pope, and his Ecclefiaſticks, mana- 
ging Things ſo dexterouſly, as the ſole. Benefit ac- 
 crew'd to themſelves ; their exorbitant Power, which 
aàg they fear'd others deſign'd to moderate, became 
thereby ſo eflabliſhd and confirm'd over that Part 
which remain'd ſubjeT to them, that it was never ſo 


great nor ſoundly rooted. | Conc. of Tren. p. 2. | 


But for the other Part, which had already fe- 
parated, as they abſolutely diſown'd the Pope's 
Authority in calling a Council, ſo 'twas likewiſe 
1 thought 


; | | 
ST i i Ee en tn as F n 


* 
_— 


9 


( 23 ) | ” 


thought highly unreaſonable, that the Church, 


to bereform'd, ſhould fit as Judges in their own 


Ciſe ; and thereupon continu'd to promote and 
carry on that Reformation; which had got much 
Ground before the Council was call'd, or fate to 
any Purpoſe: For Martin Luther, who led the 


Van, from that of Iudulgences, fell to ſtudy ma- 
ny other Points of Papal Innovations, and was no 


leſs forward to oppoſe them as ſuch; and having 


ſtood out many Debates and Conferences wah 
the Pope's Nuncio's, and many other learned Men 
of that Perſwaſion, (manzg'd generally with too 
great Vehemency, and thereupon rather widen- 
ing the Breach than otherwiſe) found himſelf 
not more oppos'd by them, than countenanc'd - 
by ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable Princes in Ger- 


many, and many free Cities; and feeing them 
ſo Daring as to publiſh their Centum Gravamina 


in a Diet at Nuremberg, he thought fit to ſecond 


them by as bold. a Defiance, aboliſhing the old 


Maſs, and ſetting up a new Litwgy, which he 
had been ſome Time in framing, to ſupply its 
Place. This was begun at IWittemberg 1522, and 


| briſkly follow'd by moſt of the Princes and Places 
which had abetted him. And this I take tobe 


the firſt Eftabliſhment of a reform'd Proteftant 


Church; altho' the Proteftation, from whence that 
Denomination aroſe, was not till fix Tears after. 


What Aſſiſtants Luther had in drawing up his Litur- 


gy I no where find: Malox@hon, about that Time 


join'd with him, and did always continue moſt 
| Ready to him; and therefore if any Help, tis 
probable from him: But whether ſo or 


moſt 
not, tis altogether agreeable to the Practice of 


former Times, the Epiſtles, Goſpels, and Collect, 


as of old; with ſeveral other Forms of Prayer, 


adding none of his own Compoſing, but when a 
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Supply could not be had from them: Moſt of the 
Holy -· days were obſerv'd as in former Ages, with 


the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Communion, and 


many other innocent and ſignificant Cæremonies, 
commended to the Church by moſt pure Antiquity - 
That they look'd upon Epiſcopacy, as a diltinct 


Apoſtolical Order, is clear by their retaining the 


Thing, tho' with a different Name; the Revenue, 


indeed. is moſtly ſwallow'd up by the Mort- 


main of Sacrilege, which the Princes generally 
conlerr'd upon ſome of their younger Children, 


by the Title of Adminiſtrators; yet the Super- 


intendants, (as they are term'd) having a Prio- 
rity of Place and Power before other Minilters, 


ſo is there a Maintenance allow*'d proportionable. 
And 'tis more probable, their adminiſtering the Sa- 
crament in both Kinds was from the like Prim- 


tive Authority, than Fobn Hus's Caliſtini, or Sub 


atraq; in the neighbouring Bohemia, In ſhort, there 


is nothing in the whole Eftabliſhment, conſidera- 


bly exceptionable, but that uncouth Word and 
Bee, of Conſubſtantiation ; which whether Lu- 
ther fram'd from ſomething like that which 


they ſay the old Greek Church maintain'd ; or 
having not weather'd the Prepoſſeſſions of a cor - 
poreal Preſence, whillt in the Roman Communion, 


and yet his very Senſes informing him, that 
there was no Tranſmutation of the Elements, thought 


thus to ſolve it by a Concorporation : I ſhall not 
reſolve, indeed 'tis Pity ſo much was ever re- 
ſolv'd in that myſterious Point; yet Luther was fo 


warm and poſitive herein, and the Generality of 
his Followers continuing in the ſame Humour, 
have flood, more eſpecially upon that Account, 


in a total Defiance of all other Reform'd Churches; 


and in their Heats will declare themſelves more 


ready to fall off briſkly to Rome, than have 
„ „3 
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any Correſpondence with them ; where, by the 
By, I muſt take Leave to obſerve, how groſly 
they miſtake the Church of England, in fancying 
we diſagree from them in all other Points, as 
the Calviniſts, becauſe in that of the Sacrarfſent : 
| Whereas tis altogether the contrary , for as our 
Liturgy was compil'd with like Deference to Au- 
tiquity, ſo as to Doctrinalt we are moſtly the ſame: 
And this the Lord Biſhop of Sarum, if he had 
pleas'd, might have let the eminent Diuine of 
that Church he diſcours'd in Germany, | Pref. to the 
E xpoſ. of 39 Artic.] that we differ as they 
do, about the ſame important Matters, concern+ 
ing the Attributes of God and his Providence; con- 
cerning the Guilt of Sin, whether it was to be charg d 
on God, or the Sinner, and whether Men ought to 
make good Uſe of their Faculties, or truſt entirely to 
an irreſiſtible Grace ? Theſe Matters of great Mo- 
ment, Reprobation Rigors, Stoical Fatalities, Super- 
lapſarian, and Sublapſarian Cruelties, have been as 
| briſkly bandy'd between our Exgliſb Church-mext 
and Preſbyterian Calviniſts, as any where Abr, 
and greater Miſchiefs iſſuing thereupon ; the. 
more is the Pity. One Thing ſurprizes me, that 
he mention'd nothing of the Sacrament, (unleſs 
his Lordſhip's Memory fail'd him) the moſt, in- 
deed, only important Controverſy between them; 
neither is it to be paſs'd unremark'd, that if 
we differ d only about Forms of Government, (he- 
ther Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal) it might not be 
thought an important Matter? As to the for- 
mer, ſurely it muſt be of great Importance, to 
know) whether Epiſcopacy was not at leaft of 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution ; and then to ſet up a new 
fangl'd Commonwealth Hierarchy. of Preſbyter and 
Lay-Elders, more than 1400 Years after, be not 
A groſs Innovation upon one main Eſſential of the 
RED ö Church; 
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and with the Aſſiſtance of the ſupream Civil Power, 


n 


. 
Church , but more of this in the Sequel. So 
likewiſe for the Civil Government, let thoſe 1n- 
truſted therewith, conſider how inſecure they 
are, if ſo pernicious a Principle as that funda- 


mental one of the Geneva Reformers get once 


among them, viz. If the ſupreme Power or Magi- 
rate will not reform Church and State, the People may: 
Yet, have they not moſt curſedly put this in 
Practice, where-ever they could ſcrew themſelves 
in, throughout all Europe ? But of this likewiſe 
in another Place, go Eos 


But being upon this Subject, twould be no 


little Prejudice to the Memory of Luther, ſhould 


1 omit to take Notice how oppoſite he was to 


all the fore-mention'd Principles and Practices; 
for as he vigorouſly oppos'd the Pope, made dai- 
ly Progreſſes in diſcovering how his Spiritual 


Superintendency was uſurp'd at firſt, and by De- 


grees wholly proſtituted to ſecular Grandure and 


Temporal Intereſt , ſo did he never begin, or car- 


on any Reformation, but by the Approbation, 
as in Saxony, Brandenburgb, Wirtemberg, Cc. His 


Diſciples and Followers continuing the ſame Courſe 


in Denmark, Sweden, and indeed all the Northern 
Parts of Germany, being rather call'd to, than 


forcing themſelves upon the Government; or if 


there were any took contrary Meaſures, he op- 
pos'd them with no leſs Vehemency than the 
Romiſh Party. Indeed it cannot be expected that 
ſo great a Revolution, in ſo many ſeveral Places, 
mould not be attended with many and great 
Trregularities ; neither ſhall we deny, that Luther 
might not in ſeveral Things be too Dogmatzcal , 
but his Notions being generally more orthodox, 
and better grounded than thoſe he oppos'd, his 
Poſitiveneſs was, in ſeveral Reſpects, rather 2 
A cla 
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ficial than otherwiſe ; conſidering, that as foon 
as Things came to an Eftabliſhment, he was not* 
more threaten d with Danger from the Romifþ 
Party, than expos'd to Trouble by thoſe which 
join d with him in the ſame Work: For being 
excommunicated by the Pope, and proſcrib'd by the 
Emperor, his Patron, the Duke of Saxony, thought 
it conſiſtent with both their Intereſts, that he 
ſhould withdraw from Vittemberg into ſome pri- 
vate unknown Place; during which Receſs, one 
 Carolaftadius, whom he had aſſiſted before in a 

Diſpute with E:kius, * a bold Romanift, sleiden, 
* preach'd a different Doctrine, and ſtirr'd %. 3. 
© up the People in a tumultuary Manner to caſt 

the Images out of the Churches; upon which 
* Account Luther was recall'd by his Friends, and 
* condemn'd this Act of Caroloſtadius; ſhewing, 
* that that was not the Way they ought to 
have proceeded in, but that the Images were 
* firſt to have been remov'd out of the Mind, and 
_* the People taught, that by Faith alone we 
* pleaſe God, and then Images avail'd nothing: 
That if they had been in this Manner remov'd, 
* and the Minds of People rightly inform'd, 
there would have been no Danger from them, 
* and they have fallen off themſelves : Adding, 
* moreover, that he was not againſt removing 
* of Images; but that it ought to have been done 
* by Authority of the Magiſtrate, not by the 
© Rabble and promiſcuous Multitude,” In the mean 
while, he was likewiſe careful to excuſe this Re- 
turn to his Patron the Duke, becauſe without his 
Privity, aſſigning this as the principal Cauſe. 
Caroloſſadius being thus borne down there by 
the Authority of Luther, forſook that Station, 
and betook himſelf to Thomas Muncer, and a 
Gang of his, who were 7 Enthuſiaſts, and that 
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. 
in the moſt formidable Senſe, right down Level- 
lers; pretending, that by Conferences with God, he 
bad commanded them to deftroy all the Wicked, and 


8. Ib. 5. Innocent only ſhould live, and have Dominion; 
which, by Degrees, was thus explain d: That it 


was moſt conſonant to human Nature, that all Goods 
| ſhould be common, and that without any Diſtindtion 
g Dario or Quality, be indifferently enjoin'd by all 


By theſe curſed Inducements, aſſuring 


the Country Boors, and Corporation Mob, the Li- 
bBerty of other Mens Eftates, as well as of their 


own Conſciences, they prevail'd upon them to 


xiſe up in vaſt Numbers, throughout Spabia, Fran- 
coma, and many other Parts of Germany, to the 
no little Diſturbance of the puhlick Peace, and 
their own fatal Ruin in the End : And what a 
diſmal Havock, John of Leyden, Knipperdolling, 
and their Fanatick Adherents of Anabaptiſts, 
made at Munſter, none can be ignorant, who 


know any Thing of Hiſtory. During all which 


 Commotions, the ſeveral Generals in the Field 


did not manage their Swords with more Succeſs 


than Lather's Pen, (whereof Sleiden, lib. 5, gives 


us an excellent Abridgment) by undenyable 
Autbority, from Reaſon and Scripture, demonſtra- 
ting ſuch Courſes to be contrary to God, and all 


Ends of Religion whatſoever, And as this may 


well be thought no ſmall Inducement for all the 


Temporal Princes, to eſtabliſh their Churches accord- 


to his Model, ſince he took ſo much Care of 


their Safety; ſo it appear'd ſome Time after, 
how much it had been Intereſt to have follow'd 


his Advice in a Concern of like Nature: The 


| Paſſage is the more confiderable, and of great- 
kr Credit, becauſe from Bodin, a Romanift, not 
Lutheran, nor Friend to Luther, otherwiſe 'than 


Truth 


to begin a new World, wherein the Godly and 
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Truth oblig'd him: This Author, diſcourſing 
of the ſeveral Monarchs in Europe who had Fura 
omnia Maje/iatis, true Right of Sovereignty, would 
not allow the Emperor of Germany to be of that 
Number; and thereupon ſeems to excuſe the 
Princes of Germany, in taking up Arms for Reli- 
gion againſt Charles V; but withal, tells us, 
when thoſe Princes conſulted Luther, an id ure 
1 Divino licet? Whether it were lawful in the Sight 
of God? Ille negavit, he reſolv'd it utterly unlaw- 
ful; and, ſetting aſide his Diftin#:,-1, Bodin 
paſſes a ſad Obſervation upon what was done 
againſt Luther's Advice, Ita funeſtum bellum reig; 
publice calamitoſum ſuſceptum eſt cum ingenti Princi- 
pinm ac Civium ſtrage, quia juſta cauſa nulla vidert 
poteſt adverſus patriam arma ſumendi. And may 
we not take it for an extraordinary Mercy, 
that Luther dy d juſt before this War was ingag d 
in, where his too great Patrons, the Duke of Saxony 
and Landgrave of Heſſe, were both taken Priſoners; 
and the Truths he had ſo vigorouſly maintain'd, 
ſeem'd for ſome Time altogether overpower'd: 
How they were retriev'd, would. be too great a 
Digreſſion here to relate; and therefore I ſhall 
only farther obſerve, that if Zwinglius, Calvin, 
Bexa, with the reſt of their Fellows and Followers, 
| Had reform'd upon this orthodox and truly Chri. 
 ftian Principle, how many Millions of Lives, ay, 
and Souls tos, might have been ſav'd from pe- 


riſbing in the Gainſayings of Corax. 

Oer Engliſh Reformation comes next to be con- 

ſider'd ; for tho' that of Zuixglius and Calvin began 
before us, yet, if we follow'd any Modern Prece- 

dents, it was Luther rather than them; to be 
ſure, we went both upon the fame general Retro- 
| ſped as to ancient Practice, and 'tis probable re- 
| ceiv'd much Light from their blind Sides, the ma- 
ny 5 
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ny Miftakes all of them ran into: Beſides, ours 
was much longer in Agitation; undertaken with 
more Premeditation, Conſult and Study, than the 
Precipitancy of Affairs, Heats of Diſpute, and 


tumultuary Oppoſitions, would give thoſe other 
Lime to cool, or Leiſure to digeſt ſuch weighty 


Matters as they ought. Therefore twas alto- 
gether Prejudice in our Puritans at firſt, to clamour 


and make a Noiſe that we did not follow. other 


 Reform'd Churches; there was but one they would 
acquieſcein; and that we took a more juſtifiable 


Courſe, the learned Hooker fully proves through- 


out his Fourth Book, which was ſolely penn'd in 


Return to that Cavil, and clearly evinces the 
Weakneſs and Heterodoxy, of their Exceptions, And 


I was ſorry to find in the Lord Biſhop of Eh's 
late Charge, the foreign Divines recommended to 
the Clergy as Daughters of the Church of Erg- 
land; if deſign'd for no more than our Pity and 
Prayers, as to the many fad Exigencies they at 


preſent lie under, no man can be a true Chriſtzan, 


who hath not a Fellow feeling thereof; but if the 


R-commendation deſigns an Imitation of, or nigher 


Conformity to them, the Addreſs had better been 


made on the other Side, to ſhew how much they 
deviate from the more orthodox Conſtitutions of our 


Church; and *tis ſtrange, that in a Matter ſo 
long and clearly debated, our riſing Digntaries 


ſhould diſcover ſo little Underſtanding of her; 


which mult in Courſe produce a very indifferent 


| Zeal for and Affection to her. . 
To begin then with what Hemy VIII did: 
"Twas rather a Reformation of the Court than 


Church of Rome, diveſting the Pope of all that 
Uſurp'd Puwer , which, as St. Peter's dee: 


ings 


| he pretended to have over all Chriſtian 
and Princes, in the Weſtern Empire more eſpecially ; 
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tho, as Occaſion ſerves, his Claim is univerſal 
over the whole World. And tho' there might be 
ſomething of private Affection which hurry'd 
him thereunto, yet the Conſequences thereof 
ſeem to be providential, and a conſidetable Step 
to what was farther carry'd on the next Reign: 
For tho' he perſever'd in thoſe Prejudices a ſtrict Mi 
1 Education habituated him unto, and, according = | 
to the Violence of his Temper, perſecuted ma- | 
ny who diſſented ; yet his throwing oft the 
Pope's Supremacy, and throwing out thoſe Regulars 
who maintain'd it, oblig'd him, from Polztick 
Ends, to countenance ſeveral who deſign'd farther 
Alterations : By which Means the Bible appear'd 
in the Eygbſb Tongue, and ſome Godly Tracts were 
publiſh'd, which not only diſcover'd former Cor- 
ruptions, but were very inſtructive as to the 
_ Eſſentials of Chriſtian Life and Doctrine. And for 
the controverſial Parts, there was a laudable 
Courſe begun then, and continu'd afterwards, 
which I do not find practis'd in any foreign 
Reformations, tho' it muſt be acknowledg'd very 
- uſeful, and highly commendable : When any 
Thing in order to a Change, came under De- 
bate, twas put into ſeveral Dneftions, and gi- 
ven to the Biſßops and others of the learned 
Clergy, to ſtudy each Point, and deliver their 
Judgment therein. The Appendix to the Hiſtory of 
the Reformation affords us a Specimen in each Vo- 
lume, tho' the Author laments, that moſt of them 
muſt be loſt by the Confuſions which follow'd 
in Queen Mary's Days.” There was one Thing 
more wherein Henry VIII. (tho? *tis probable nor 
deſignedly) forwarded this great Work; for ſuſ- 
pecting that ſuch of the Nobility, both Spiritual 
and Temporal, as had been molt zealous tor the 
Roman Rites, would not be ſo regardful of his Son 
TEE 7 


* 
4 - 
0 
. 
17 
„ + 
cy 
5 
*Y 
U 
* 
; 
1 
* 
* 
2 
3 
* 4 
a 
* 
1% 
3 
lt 
. 
y 
o a 
3 by 
+ 
i 
its 
. 


% 


as he deſir'd, ſome he took off, others he con- 
fin'd, and left out moſt of the reſt ſrom being 
Executor to his Will, and conſequently muſt have 


little to do in the Goverument when the Crown 
{ſhould deſcend to him. 3 

Which ſoon after happening, and the Corona- 
tion Ceremonies over, the firſt Thing taken into 
Debate was the Settlement of Religion; which be- 


ing a very weighty Concern, and of great Diffi- 
culty in thoſe divided Times, the Government 


began with a Preclamation againſt all Popular 


Tumults, and ſuch like dangerous Innovations, 
in pulling down Altars, defacing Images, &c. where- 
to ſome had itching Fingers here, in Imitation 

of ſuch too frequent Practices in foreign Parts. 


Scon after, a Commiſſion was iſſu'd forth, for 
ſeveral Biſhops and learned Divines to examine all 
the Officers of the Church, and conſider what 


Amendments were moſt proper; wherein they 


preceeded according to the fore-mention'd Method, 


of reſolving every 2ueſtion, as they found it ei- 
ther us'd or abus d in precedent Times. The Con- 
munion· Service was what they firſt began with, 


as the greateſt Myſtery in the Chriſtian Religion, and 


the moſt perverted from primitive Inſtitut ion: 
From hence they went on to all the other Parts 


of Divine Service, as well conſulting the ſeveral 
Uſes which had been here among us, as the Re- 
mains of thoſe Antient Liturgies whieh bear the 
Name of Apoſtolical and Primitive Fathers, with 


whatever laudable Additions good Men had made 
_ thereto; remarking all along ſuch Forgeries as 


had been made ſubſervient to Superſtitious Rites 


proceeding, I ſay, in this Courſe, they compil'd, 


as to the Main, thoſe excellent Offices in our 


Church, with ſo much Induſtry, Care, and Fudg- 
ment, as many juſtly thought them all along at. 


tended 


the 


tended with a more than ordinary Aſſiſtance of 
the Divine Spirit. e eee e 
From hence they proceeded to digeſt ſeveral 


Articles for avoiding Diverſity of Opinions, and eſta» 


bliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion, with cer- 
tain Homilies, or Sermons, to be read in Churches, 


All which having undergone the Fiery Tryal, with 
ſome of its Compilers, in Q. Mary's Days, were receiv'd 


again, and review d upon Queen Elizabeth's com- 
ing to the Crown; upon which ſome few Alterations 


were made in the Liturgy, (as had been before, 


 OClt.. Edu.) and a Book of Articles, with the Addt:; 
tion of many more Homilies: All theſe, I ſay, 
| legally eftabliſh'd by an Ad of Uniformity, and 
| Geer farther authoriz d by another Act, 
recognizing ber Supremacy, to allen Commiſſioners 


which ſhould exerciſe all Manner of P ivileges and Pre- 


emmences belonging to her Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdiction, 


compleated the Reformation and Eſtabliſhment of our 


_ Engliſh Church, in ſo exact a Summary of all 

Things pertaining to orthodox Doctrine and Di- 
vine Vorſbip, as had the like Courſe been taken 
Abroad, they had done much better there, and 


leſs cenſur'd us; the whole being carry d on 


with an eſpecial Regard to the Vord of God, the 


ages of the Primitive Church, and general Current 
of the Fathers : And then, for External Adminiſtra- 
tion and Deportment, in ſuch Decency and Order, 


as kept an exact Mean between the Pomps and Va- 
nities of Romiſb Superſtition, and the wmamnerly Ad- 


dreſſes of Separation Sordidneſs, as our Bririm 

Divine Herbert devoutly fings forth. Church. 
And this we may juſtly apprehend to be the 
Reaſon, (tho* unthigking People urge the con- 


trary) why our Church is ſo violently aſſaulted. 


from each of thoſe Oppoſites, becauſe ihe eſ- 


chews. whatever Exceſſes on either Hand they 


E have 


_ a Religious Accommt; and when a whole Body 
conſiderable a Veſſel as our Church, undertake to 


moſt ſcandalouſly ſwallow'd up 
yet ſeem to fear, and that many of them in the 


well knowing how r 
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_ © repreſentatively aſſembled in Parliament, a 


© conforming thereunto. No Luther, No Calvin, 


CY 


| have run into. Such Perſons 2s undertake to re 
concile civil Differences, have been obſerv'd ſel 


dom to oblige either Party; and it far d much 
worſe with Eraſmus, Wicelns, Caſſander, Grotius, 
and ſome other ſuch like peaceable Diſpoſitions, 
who undertook the ſame Way of Mediation upon 
0 


ſteer a Reddy even Courſe between two ſuch for- 


midable Rocks, tis much if neither this Scyla nor 
that Carybdis draw her into their wide and deep 
_ Gulpbs, Yet this Satisfaction God hath bleſs'd 


us withal, that tho' we have not the moſt, yet 
we have the beſt, and beſt eſteem'd from either 
of them. The Romanifts, tho their Charity is 
Self-Love, 


ſ Senſe, to revere us more than all the reſt, as 


egularly we are fix d upon 


that Apoſtolical Fonndation from which they have 
ſo reproachfully ſwervd; in Confirmation where- 
of, I ſhall here mention the Obſervation of that 

- judicious Author, in his Europa Speculum. But of 


* all Places, their Defire and Attempt to recover 


England, have been always and till are the 
© ſtrongeſt; which altho' in their mere ſober 
* Moods' ſome of them will acknowledge to 


have been the only Nation that took the rigbt 
* Way of Fuſtifiable Reformation, in Compariſon of 


others who have run headlong rather to a tu- 
* multuous Emovation, ſo they conceive ; where- 
_ * as that Reformation which had been in England, 
© was brought in by a peaceable and orderly 


* proceeding, by general Conſent of the Realm, 


© great Part of their own Clergy according and 


* the | 


" Aimiffers continu d, 


Clergy preſerv'd, the 
Church not can- 


to as bigh a Tide as they are riſen in their 
Deſires hereof, to as low an Ebb are they fall'n 
in their Hopes, being leſs now, I perceive, 
than ever; having ſeen her Majeſty ſo often 
and ſo miraculoufly preſerv'd, their Treaſon: 
_ * diſcover d, their Excommunications vaniſh'd, their 
Arnis defeated, their Books anſwer'd, and chief 


*© Chamgion di ſcourq d. Thus far this worthy 


Gentleman, Mr. Sandes, both as to their Judgment 
of us, and their Deſigns againſt us, with the hap- 
py Succeſs of the then excelext Queen, in a tho- 
rough Diſappointment of them all. And as her 
late Majeſty did at firſt reſume the ſame Motto, 


ſo God granted her a Will to perſevere in the ſame 
undaumted Refolution; otherwiſe it would have been 
found impoſſible to quell them, or thoſe ſeeming 


| Oppoſites of theirs, which yet exactly agree wit 
them in the like implacable Spirit and deſtructive 


Enterprizes  _ 

I am next to take 
ſtood affected to us, and of what Quality they 
were who pud greateſt Reſpe& to our Church 


and Reformation; but in order thereunto, I muſt. 


take Leave to obſerve, that our learned Men, when 
that great Work was undertaken, apply'd the;, 


EZ Studie, 


0 


affecting Con- 


Notice, bow foreign Proteftants 
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Studivs two different Ways; ſome look d back (as 


I have all along hinted) to the original Inſtitu- 
tions in the firſt and pureſt Ages öf Religion; 


and thought by rubbing f and cleanſmg the main 


Trunk and Branches from that "Moſs! that Filth 
and Corruption, which either Length of Time, 


the Sloth of ſpme, or Self-Intereſt in others, had 
fuffer d to gather and grow upon it, the readieſt 
Way to have her once more appear in primitive 

Perfection. Others, finding thoſe Abroad had ta- 


ken a ſhorter Courſe, reſolv'd to ſteer the ſame, 


and gave themſelves up to ſuch Syſt-ms of Doctrine, 
Diſcipline,” and Worſhip, as they found there a- 
| bridg'd to their Hands, without the Trouble of 


examining how they agreed with the Analogy of 
Faith, or Authority of the Ancient: Now the for- 
mer of theſe were all along the principal Reſto- 
rers and chief Pillars of our Church, tho? the 


other frequently got in, to her no little Preju- 


dice; for ſuch Leduring Divines and Popular Pre- 


lates, by neglecting that Order and N iſcipline 
they had in Charge, and countenancing o- 


thers of the ſame Kidney, cans'd all that Bi: 


_ #2ſpe#, Slander, and Reproach. which their wor- 
| thier Brethren-were laden with, and in the End 
ſun under. For to this Paſs they brought us 
by Degrees, every true Church. man was infallibly 
tending to 'Popery, ' when they who laid the 


Charge were all that while, doing their Buſmeſs. 
And whether -we are not acting the ſame Part 
over again, in the Reproach of High- Church, there 


is more Reaſon to fear than diſbelieve? No, 
if we lock Abroad, all the-learned Men of the 


former Rank paid g. nerally a profound Defer 


rence to our KReſor mation; whereof Dr. Durel, in 


his Vindicia. Ecel. Avgl. gives irrefragable Inflane 
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ces; nay even Calvin and Bexa, with thoſe worthy 
Helvetian Divines which were ſo obliging to our 
Exiles, whilſt among them, were generally im- 
os d upon by falſe or partial Relations; and there- 
Bre when rightly inform d, by a true State of the 
Caſe, and Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, ſeem' d 
at leaſtwiſe to quieſce; tho, if otherwiſe, their 
Prejudices ought not to be our Precedents. In the 
mean Time with me, ſuch an Authority 17: Cauſe- 
as the learned and judicious Cauſabon, ſhall ben, xp. 
weigh more than a thouſand of their 44 Sn. 
impertinent Allegations. Ouod fi me conjetura 
non fallit, totius Reformationts pars integerrima eſt 
in Anglia, ubi cum ſtudio Veritatis viget ſtudium An- 
tiquitatis. As likewiſe that excellent Scotch Divine, 
as well for Temper as Learning, Dr. Forbes, who 
terms ours, Onnium Reformationum reformatifft - 
And Inflar Om1inm the admirable Grotius, Grot-Epiſ. 
whodeclares with a Certum eft mibi, Liturgi- . 
am Anglicanam, item morem imporendi Adoleſcentibus 
in memoriam Baptiſmi, Autoritatem Epiſcoporum, Preſby- 
teria ex ſolis Paſtoribus compoſita, multaq; alia ejuſ- 
modi, "ſatis congruere inſtitutis vetuſtioris Eccleſæ, 
4 quibus in Gallia & Belgio receſſum negare non p0ſ- 
ſumus. Neither can I omit the Judgment of a 
noble French Peer, afterwards Duke of Sully, and 
Lord High Treaſurer, who coming Embaſſador to 
| King James from Hem y IV, and having ſeen the 
ſolemn Celebration of our Service at Canterbury, 
and in his Majeſys Royal Chapel. did often publick- 
ly declare, that if the Reform'd Churches of France 
had kept the ſame Orders as here in England, he was 
aſſurd there would have been many thouſand Proteſtants 
in France more than were at that Time. I might 
ſwell my Diſcourſe with Authorities of this Kind, 
from Perſons of ſuch profound Learning and un- 
a, ES 15 | byaſsd 
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byaſs d Fudgments, as there can be no Exception 
againſt them; yet will it be but as charming a 
deaf Adder, to the fore - mention d Syſfematical Stu- 

dents, who ſucking in ſo man 
their Covenant- Milk and Preſbyterian Pap, and 
nurturd up from them in a continu'd Spirit of 


Prejudices with 


Contradiction, think it down- right Popery to look 
beyond John Calvin, and a venerable Eſteem for 


Antiquity the Mark of the Beaſt; in Confirmation 
| whereof, give me Leave to mention a Paſſage in 
the Appendix to the Friendly. Debate, taken from 


the Life of Mr. Bernard Gilpin, that worthy 


Northern Apoſtle, as ſome juſtly termd him: He 


livd in the Beginning of Reformation, and had an 
high Eſteem in all thoſe Parts for his Learning, 


_ Preaching, and Piety ; upon which Accounts, I pre- 
ſume, it was a Perſon of ſome Reputation amongſt 
the Puritans, dealt very earneſtly with him a. 
bout their Diſcipline and new Models of Reforma- 
tion, when they came forth: But M. Gilp#'s Anſwer 
was, He would not allow that any buman Invention 
© Prould take Place in the Church, inſtead of a Divine 


IJnſtitution. How, ſaid the other, do you think 
this Form of Diſcipline an human Inftitution ? 


I am, ſaid Mr. Gilpin, altogether of that Mind, 
and as many as turn over the Fathers, will be of my 


Opinion. O, but the later Men ſee many 


Things which the Fathers ſaw not, reply'd the 
© Diſciplinarian; and the preſent Church ſeems 
better provided of many ingenious and induſtri- 

© ous Men: At which Mr. Gilpen ſeem'd ſomewhat. 
_ © moyd, and anſwer'd, I, for my Part, do not bold the 

* Fitues of the later Men to be compar d with the In- 

© firmities of the Fathers. Which Words he usd 
on Purpole, as deſirous to root out that ſtrong 
Conceit he perceiv'd the young Man had of his 

© own Parts and Party. This Paſſage is cited in 


the 


- 


vw? 
5. * * N 


the Appendix, to ſhew what Opinion, in thoſe - 
early Times, the moſt knowing Men had of the 


Fus Divinum of Epiſcopacy; But 1 . a pers Evi- 
dence upon what 17% fuſt Reformers 


went ; and all that reform from them, deſi on 


nothing leſs than Deformation ; which will ſuff. 


ciently be made appear, in a Proſecution of this 


ag. with all convenient — 


